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The Tao that can be trodden ir not the mzﬁm’%
and ;mc/w{%/% Tao. The name that can be named
ir not the rmdum% and mcﬁz%/% name.

Concerved of as /wcw'% "o name, vt i the
Org;'mfar of heaven and earth; (concerved of as

/wcw’% a4 name, it ir the Mother of all f/u'%f.

ﬂ/wayf without derire we woust be - fo wnd,
9f it degs mystery we wonld round,
But if desire a/wzgyx Within ns be,
Ttr onter fmgﬁ ir all that we shall see.

Under these two aspects, it ir rm/gy the rame;
but ar dwelymmf taker js/m&, it recefver the
dﬁwmz‘ HAMED. ’Z'%ﬁf/mf we call them the
Mystery. Where z‘/wM\yffa:y ir the 4[&9}&# ir the

Jate of all that ir iubtle and wmw/c?ﬁ [



U in the world know the émmy of the
émm‘ﬁ%é and in dmg this z%a:y have (the idea of
what %me 1 z‘/tgy all fow the skill of the
fb’é%, and in a/w'% thir fﬁa:y have (the idea of
what the want of kil is.

So it i that existence and non- exirtencesive
birth the one to (the idea of | the other, that
d j@cu/{y and mxcy}rodm& the one (the idea of the
m‘/w?f that leneth and f/wrmcw arhion out the one
the 1 -/ tonre of z‘i other; that f/w ideas of /w; ht
wnd lownerr arive - from the contrast of the one w;z‘/t
the m‘/my that the wousical noter and toner become
harmonsons thro %/L the relation of one With
another; and that éa'% éﬁare and betind sive the
iden of one fo /Zaw/% another.



T/mfg‘a re the ra5e manages zyj‘m’m without
doin mgyf/u'%, and Conveys hir instructions
without the ure @[ﬁﬁfc/u.

Al f/u'%f DrIng 1y, and there is not one which
decliner to show ;'ff&éﬁ- f/wty LTOW, and there ir no
claim made for therr QWKWJ/L?; f/qu 40 f/ufmg/u
z‘/w/rfracm&f, and there ir no expectation of 4
reward far the resnlty ). The work is xccwy&/ﬁ/um’,

and there ir no rwﬁ% i it (ar an achievement ),

The work ir done, but how no one can see;
Tir thir that maker f/uﬁfmmf not ceare to be.



Not tovalne and my&l&y men @[f}y}mbr b ///@
ir the way to &9} f/Lﬁj&@[ﬁ - from r;'wc/z:y wonons
f/umm/vaf; not z‘oﬁw’z& articler which are dﬁm i
to ) procure ir the way to Acyg& them ﬁom é&cam/%
f/u'wc:r; ot to show them what ir //A&/y to excite

thesir desirer ir the way to A@s their minds ﬁam
dirorder.

T/mfg[o re f/wmg@ in the exercire of his
gmfemmmz‘, mysﬁw their mm:{/, f;‘[[r therr é&///af,
weakens therr w//Zr, and ffl’d?%f/w%f therr boner.

He camz‘mz‘éy trierto 4@9} them withont
ﬁmwl&%& and withont a’m’r&, and where there are
thore who have bww[czgt, to kﬁg& them from

premming to act (on it). When there ir thir
abrtinence ﬁam action, £0m/ order ir wniversal.



TheTaoir (like) the emptiness of 4 vesrel; and in
onr my&/aymmz‘ 0f iwe most be on onr é%m’ﬁ[
against al/]%[mw. How 4&9} and mnfaf/wmaé[& it

fr, ar ff ftwere the Hononred Ancertor of all
f/u'%f/

We shonld blunt onr f/wags ) posnts, wnd wnravel
the cwy}b’mﬁom of f/u'%f; we shonld attemper onr
érg/tfnm, and éw’% onrselver into %remmf Wwith
the 0éf6%7’/{y of others. How s prure and rtill the Tao

fr, ar ff it wonld ever 1o continne!

T do not know whare son it ir. Tt mg/uf appear
to have been ég%r& ?w/.



Heaven and earth do not act from the [»y}%lr&
of | any with to be benevolent; f/w:y deal with all
fA/%f ar the é{%f of grass are dealt with. T/wmga
do not act from (any wirh to be) benevolent; f/tc:y
deal with f/xcy}@l& ar the 4{%/ of ras are dealt
With.

M@ not z%eyszcca’édwem heaven and earth
be cwymm{ o a bellows?

Tir mysz‘/w/, yet it lover not its sower;
Tir moved again, and sends fan‘/u air the more.
Mouch 0}6&% to swift exhanstion lead we see;
Your inner ém%mm{, and 4@9} it free.



The Wc/Za:y pirt dier not, aye the same;
The fmx[g mystery thur do we name.
Ttr gate, from which at first z%qy irned forfﬁ,
Tr called the root from which Lrew heaven and
earth.
40% and wnbroken doers s power remain,

Used gmﬂ , and withont the touch of  pasn.



Heaven ir lo s mﬁ/umg and earth continnes
Zo% The reason w@ heaven and earth are able to
endure and continne thus ng ir becanse z%gy do not
live of, or for, themselver. Thir ir how f/tgy are able

to continne and endure.

T/chg%rt z‘/wf%c:/m tr hir oW person last, and
yet it i fmm:[ in the formwff/m; he treats his
personas if itwere fareg}t to him, and yet that
perion /fjsramw{ - Tr it not becanse he har no
persm nal Mﬂ/fﬂmz‘& ends, that f/mfg% re such endr

are realszed?



The /Lg/w:ff excellence ir like (that of | water.
The excellence of water appears in its émg‘}ﬁ% all
f/b/%f, and in itr 066?}5]/%/ w/f/wuffm’w'% to the
cam‘mry , the low f//cce which all men dislike.
Hlence (itrway) ir near to that of the Tao.

The cpcccl/mc& 0f a residence ir in (the
ruitab /Z/@ of z‘/tcy%wt; that of the mind i in
x@xmal fﬁl/mw; that 0f AITOCEALIONS 17 i1 therr
ém% With the wertnons; that af gmfcmmmz‘ 1 ALr
fecum%omf order; that of the conduct of | affasrs
i1 initr ab ;'//g,- and that of the initiation of | any

movement ir in itr timeliness.

And when (onewith the /Lg/u:ff excellence
doer not wm%k ahont hir low fw/f/m , o one

f/m(r fm[i Wwith him.



Tt is better to leave a vervel my@'/la// than to
attempt to carry it when it fr ﬂ//. If yon é&?
fw//% 4 point that has been f/wzysam/, z‘/wfa/m‘

cannot (o Wrwme s f/w@smw.

When 40 ld m@'adcﬁ/[ the hall, fﬁmywefmr
cannot é&g& them rafe. When wealth and hononrs
lead to arrogance, thir émgf itr evil on /z‘mé? When
the work is 41/0%6, and one'r name ir éecam;'%

a//ff/%m’f/w:{, to withdraw into 0éf6%7’/{’y irthe way
of Hleaven.



When the /m‘d/gmz‘ and animal souls are held
z‘%ef/mf i one embrace, f/wy can be é?z‘ from
reparating. When one sives sndpvided attention to
the (vital érmf/g and él‘/%/‘ it to the ntmost
Q/%V(f@ 0f f[/mgy, he can become ar a (tender) babe.
When he has cleansed away the most myxfm’a nr
fg/tff 0f hir ;'ngmﬂm , he can become withont a
ﬂ&ﬁw.

In Zm//% z‘/wf@}le and ru //% the rtate,
cannot /szm ceed withont wey (prurpose of | action?
I the opening and J/L%L‘i'/% of his gates of heaven,
cannot he do 10 ar a fm%/& bird? While his
/nf@//gmce reacher in every d/recz‘[m, cannot he

appear to) be withont bww[wé&?



The Tao frw/m&f all f/u%r and wonrirhes
z‘/um,- /ffrw/ucw them and doer not clasm them as
itr own, it doer all, and yet doer not hoast of #; #t
frm’a/(:f over all, and yet doer not control them. This
irwhat ir called " The mysterions le[{y' of the
Tan).



The f/u'r@ 5p0 ker wnite in the one nave; but it
ir on the empty space (for the axle), that the nre of
thewheel :Zg;cm{r. CZ@ /fj[&{fA/@%(fé{ into vesrelr; but
it i on thesr my}{y /wZZown&rf, that their ure
a’gécw/f. The door and windows are cut ont (from
the walls) to form an apartment; but it is on the
my}{y space Wwithin , that it noe dgémdr.
Tﬁerg%r&, what has a (positive) existence serves for

fmf/z%é le m@smﬁm and what has not z‘/wa‘far
actnal ne luerr.



Colonr's f/ve hoer ﬁam th' eyers their fg/ufw///
m&;
Mousic's frve notes the ears as ﬁ/mf can make;
The ﬂmfmm e L eprive the month of taste;
The chariot CoOnrre, and the wild /umf/% waste
Make mad the mind: and 0@'&5& rare and rtranse,
S mg/u‘far, men's condnct will to evi! c/wf%&

T/mfg% re z‘/wwge reeks to ratisly the craving
of the belly, and not the (incatiable Za}%ﬁg of the
eyer. e puts from him the latter, mw/frg[cw to
reek the - former.



Favour and a’%mwwau/d reem e@%%[!y 0 he
fmrm’; hononr and gmz‘ m[&cm[z\‘y, t9 be 7’%&0’5{6&/ ar
jw/mm[ conditions of the rame kind ).

What ir meant éy vf/smb'% thus of favonr and
a//fémc&? %/fé?%c& i ém% in a4 low ) position after
the enfoyment of favonr). T/L%ﬁfﬁ% that (favonr
leads to the Wn%mf/m of Zomg it), and the
Zomg it leads to the - fear of fz‘;'Zngmfaf c&clxm;@
~thir fr what ir meant @ raying z‘/wa‘fmfa wr and
él//féVJwﬁ would reem ezwc/gy to be fmm{.

And what ir meant éy IRYINE that hononr and
grmz‘ m/&cm/{y are to he f/m/&aréy rg&mfwf ar
perio nal conditions? What maker me liable to grmf

c&clamh\‘y r my Mw’% the ém{y which T call
mymﬁ T had not the éaﬂ{y, wﬁz%rmf mlam/{y

conld come to me?



T/Lafg[a re he who wonld adwinister the
b’}gnlam, /w%mm'% it ar he hononre hir own Lperion,
may be my}[o\ym’ to  SOVETI /L, and he who wonld
admirister it with the love which he bears to hir
OWN BEFION MAY be entrusted with it.



Welook at /i, and we do not ree /1, and we name
it 'the EQ%%AZ(Z “We listen to it, and we do not hear
it, and we name it 'the Tnandible. We try to srasp
it and do not get hold of 2, and we name it 'the
Subtle. With there three q%n[/z‘/&r, it cannot be
made the méjm‘ 0f dmrf}sf/m; and hence we blend
them z‘%a‘/mf and obtain The One.

Ttr upper part is mz‘érg/u‘, and itr lower part is
ot obsenre. Ceareless in itr actio n, it ycf caonnot he
mmw{, and then it geain retwrne and becomer
"o f/u'%. Thir ir called the Form of the Formless,
and the Semblance of the Tnvivible; thir i called
the ?Zm‘/% and Indeterminable.

We meet it and do not see itr Front; we fo llow
it, and do not vee itr Back. Whenwe can Z@ hold of
the Ta of old to direct the fb%r of f/szrc:rmf ﬂ/@/



wnd are able to know it ar it war af old in the
é%/m/}g/ thir ir called %nw/m//% the clue 0f
Tao.



T/wfb%/ masters (of the Tao) in old timer,
with a mmbtle and @C@%f’f/fcy}mdmﬁa n,
cmy}r&/tmdw/ i myn‘m’af/ and were ﬁ/&g} alro) o
ar to elnde men's bwwlag& Ars f/w:y were this
écyom/ Men's Mawlag@ T will make an tffort to
describe of what rort f/wy fﬁﬁé’%l’(ﬁﬂl to be.

S /w'nb'% looked f/wy like those who wade
thro %/L A Jtream e Winter, 1rrvero lute like those
who are %f;”&ﬁ/é{ of all around f/Lm,gmw like onert

m awe 0][ hir hoot ; evanercent like ice that ir
mdﬁ% aAWAY, mf/srefmﬁaw like wood that har not

been fm/u'mw{ into m&yf/w%; Yacant like a WcZZc:y,
and dnll like mw/n/y water.



Who can (make) the mm/z{y water (clear)?
Let it be stsll and it w/[/émﬂ/m@ become clear.
Who can secure the condition of rest? Let
MoVEment 5o on, and the condition of rest will
5}%4/%4// arie.

T/qu w/wfrwmg thir method af the Tav do
not wirh o be ﬁ// of themeelver). Tt ir f/urwg/u
their not ém&({ﬁ i of themselver that f/u@ can
{fj%m/ to seem worn and not appear new and
cmy&[a‘&



The (rtate of | vacancy thonld be bro %/uf to the
utmort ﬁ/%l’&&, and that af rtillners gmmlwf With
AW EAT YN VISONT. Al z%/%f a/;'é%a z‘/wmg/t
f/w/rjsrocma 0f &ccﬂw@, and (then) we see them
return (4o their mfgfm/ rtate). When z‘/u'%f n
f/wvcga%é[& world) have a’/ysl@ed their /u;mmmf

émwf/t, we ree each of them return to itr root. This
returning to their root ir what we call the rtate of
ff///nw; and that stilliess may be called a rgsarf/%

that f/wy have ﬂﬁl[c&[ their ic@}omz‘cz{ end.

The report of f/wcz‘fu é[//mmz‘ irthe re lar,
WLC/L%%/% rule. To know that mw/wc%/% rule i to
be mfdlgmz‘; not to know it leads to wild
movements and evil irner. The bww/&ﬂgg 0][ that
mc/m%/% m/cy}rw/%cw a gmm/ c@&cc[{y and

faré earance, and that capacsty and fmfé earance lead
to a community (of fe&l;’% with all f/t/%f . From



thir commmsty of f&d/}g comer a A/}g[m&rf of
c/wfmcfm and he who ir b’}g— like 40es on to be
heaven-like. Tn that likenesr to heaven /wfﬁfftf’ff&f
the Tuo. Posverced of the Tuo, he endnrer ng,- and
to the end of his ém///y life, is exempt from all
ﬂllﬁ%ﬁ?‘ of n’&c@.



I the /Lg/tm‘ antiausty, f/wy&@&/& did not
know that there were (ther rulerr). In the next
a5t z‘/tc:y loved them &mﬂ/fi%/f&é{ them. In the next
fﬁc:y feared them, in the next z%qy ;{@s/fw/ them.
Thous it war that when fm’f/x inthe Tan) was
ﬂ/g[/c/mf i the rulers) a want of f%/f/t in them
ensned [ in z‘/tcys@s/e .

How irresolute did those (earliest rulers
appear, f/ww/% éy their reticence) the my}arﬁcm&
which f/w:y set upon their wordr! Thefir work was
done and their m:{m‘ab'%f were mcccwﬂl, while
f/wfc@ﬁ/e all raid, We are ar we are; of onrrelver!’



When the grmz‘ Tao (WayorM ethod
ceased to be 0éfmw/, benevolence and rg/ufw%mw
came into vogue. Then Wmm{ wirdom and
f/wewdnm, and there ensned ﬁrmf @/}sacr/{y.

When /wcrmmg "o Zm%mf frcm/la/ thro %/wm‘
the rix émf/ty'sf, j[/Z/&CZ sons fo und their
mansfestation; when the stater and clans f&/l nto
a//mm/c?f, Zoy&cl mnsrters {%}smmf.



Ww&m%[d rENDINCE O Sakeners and discard onr
wirdom, it wonld be better -for z‘/uay&@/& «
/wndre#o[a/. Ifwe conld renonnce onr benevolence
and dircard onr rg/tfwumcw, f/wyw@flt wonld
44 éecameﬂl/a/ and b’m’/y Ifwe conld renonnce
onr &crﬁ‘nl contrivancer and discard onr fc/wm/%

far ém'n, there wonld be no thiever nor robbers.

Those three methods of overnment
Tho %/Lf olden WAYS 1 6[%%%66 did fm’l
And made there namer their want of wo rth to veil;
Bm‘ﬂny}l&w’eww, and conrres f/m and true

Wonld f@é[/f/t endr and many luctr erchew.



Whenwe renonnce /mm;}g we have no tronbler.
The rmz{y yer,’ and ﬂxh‘aﬁng yea, -
Swmall ir the dﬁwmw f/w:y a’/ysl@.
But mark their irenes, 5@04{ and ill;--
What space z‘/wg% é‘ between fM//f/ZZ ?

What all men fear is indeed to be fmrw/; but
how wide and withont end ir the m%e 0f Quertions
Mb% to be dircnsred )/

The mnltitnde of men look mz‘@%&{ m@[mxw/;
as if enfoying a fu/[ banauet, as if monnted on a
tower m \f}&l‘/%. T alone reem lirtlesr and ff/ZZ/ my
desires /wcw'% ar y&f g[vm o indscation 0f therr
presence. T am like an infant which has not yet
miled. T look dg’tcm{ and far/om, ar if 9 had no
home to 40 1. The multitnde of men all have eno %/L



and to ymr& T alone reem to have lost wa:yf/u'%.
My mind ir that of 4 ffzys/z/ man; I am in astate of

C/L%@J’ .

Ora/mm:y men look érg/uz‘ and mfg/lgmf,
while T alone seem to é&émg/tfw/. T/qu look ﬁl[
0f a//fm'm;'mﬂm, while T alone am dnll and
cmg%fm/. G reem t0 be carried about ar on the sea,
ﬂ/@[ﬁ% a if I had wowhere to rest. Al men have
therr y/wmf of action, while T alone seem dnll and
ché/@ like a rude borderer. | Thur) T alone am
different from other men, but I value the HHFIIL
mother (the Tao).



The gmm/ ert forms of active force
From Tao come, thesr m{y ronree.
Who can of Tao the natnre tell?

Our sicht /fﬂ/af, onr tonch ar well
EZm{/}g fg/tf, dm//% tonch,

The - forms of f/L;'nOzf all i it cronch;
EZMZ[% tonch, cy/w//g fg/tf,

There are their remblancer, all rg/u‘.
?mfmmd it 41, dark and obecure;
T/L/%/‘/ ervencer all there endure.
Those esrencer the truth enfo ld

of what, when seen, shall then be told.
Now 4t is so; "twas s0 of old.

Ttr name- ~w/wcfjvww not away;

So, in thesr émm‘ﬁ%l array,

T/L/%f form and never know ﬁ/a@.



How know T that it ir o with all the beantier
of Exirting z‘/mgt? By thir (nature of the Tao).



T/L@Wmd becomer cmy&[eﬁ&; the crooked,
ffmg/u‘; the empty, ﬁ[/, the worn out, new. He
whase (derirer) are ftw ga‘f z%m,- he whose

desiver) are HANY S0 mfr@.

T/mfg[ort f/wmge holdr in hir embrace the one
fﬁ;’}g of /wm;’/f{y L and mansferts it to all the
world. He ir free from f@éé ﬂ/@sl@, and f/mfg%m
he f/u'na,jrom f&éf— arrertion, and f/mf#a re he i
n/;ff/%m'f/m{,ﬁam f&é[—éadfﬁ%, and z‘/wrg%re hir
mertt ir acénaw/&ém’;ﬁom f&é[— cm@l&ccmg, and
fﬂafg% re he acouires "y erto m\‘y. Gt iz becanse he ir
thus free from rtriving that z‘/mfg% re no one in the
world ir able to strive with him.

T/wcz‘f@/}g 0f the ancientr that 'f/tcymrz%c/
becomer cwys/ﬁz‘t' war not mméy yakm.»—z/l real
CO@Zd;'ﬁn ) cwysre/tmdm/ wnder it.



A éfmm/%ﬁ@m ywc/t marks him who ir
05@{% the Spontanesty of hir nature. A violent
wind doer not Z&(Jf][@l’ a whole mam;’%; u rudden
rain does not /&m‘for the whole ﬁ/@. To whom ir i*
that these (two z‘/u'%f are ow/%? To Heaven and
Earth. If Heaven and Earth cannot make mch

gmfmw//c %Cf/%/‘ last /0%, how mouch less can

man!

T/mfg[ore When one ir ch}g the Tao his
éwmm, thore who are alro J}mfm;}g /it 4sree With
him in /i, and thore who are Wﬁb’}g the
mansfestation of its conrse therr 0@'&&‘ agree With
him in z‘/wa‘,- while even those who are fm’/f}g m

both there z‘/u'%f agree With him where z%a:y fm’/.



Hence, thore with whom he 4srees as to the
Tao have the /mem af chfm’m'% to 1t thosre with
whom he agrees as to 1tr mmgfm‘m‘/m have the
/L%}/}cw of attaining to it; and those with whom he
agrees in therr fm’/%rﬁ have alro the /L{%}/}L&N of
m‘mm/% to the Tao ). (But) when there ir not
fm’f/u rufficient (on /u'ffmff , awant of fm’z‘/u in
him) enmer (on z‘/wywm‘ of the others).



Hewho stands on his tiptoer doer not rtand

frirm; he who stretcher hir Z%r doer not walk

mf/éy . (So), he who é{@%@f /u'mwé[ doer not
f/u'm,- he who asserts hir own views ir not
ﬂ/l:ff/%%/f/té?{,‘ he who yvannts /u'wc# doer no ff/mf
hir merit acﬁmwlgﬂga{; hewho is fc#— concested has
1o ruperiority allowed to him. Such conditions,
Yiewed  from the fﬂcnésw’m‘ of the Tao, are like
remnants of faw/, or a tumonr on f/wém{y, which all
dirlike. Hence those who ) prrone the conrse 0f the
Tao do not M@Sz‘ and allow them.



There was fwwf/u'% mdg‘/}wﬂ/ and couy&/eﬁj
comsng into existence before Heaven and Earth.
How still it war and farm/w, ffmw{/% alone, and
ma’c?gw'% "o c/wf%&, rmc/u'% ﬁvc@w/mfe and in
"o dmgcvf of b s exhansted ! Tt may be 7’%&0’&{6&{
ar the Mother of all f/u'%f.

T do not know itr name, and I sive it the
a’afgmz‘/m of the Tao (the Way or Course).
M&cb}g ar effort ﬁm‘/mf to sive it aname T call
it The grmz‘.

Great, it passer o [ in camﬂmiﬂow . ?mm%
on, 1t becomer remote. ﬂ&m’% become remote, ¢t
returnys. T/mfg% re the Tan is sreat; Heaven ir

sreat; Earth is great; and the rase b'% ir alro
grmf. T the wniverse there are fmzr that %r%rmz‘,
and the rage b'% frone of them.



Man taker hir law ' from the Earth; the Earth
taker itr law from Hleaven; Heaven taker itr law
from the Tao. The law of the Tav ir ity émg what

1t1r.



Gravity is the root of Zg/u‘nm; tillners, the

ruler af Movement.

T/mfg[ore awire prince, M&CVC/L/% the whole
ﬂ/@, doer not 4  far from his é%%e WagLoHs.
Altho %/L he may Mwér;ﬂ/mffr@}ecz‘f to look at,
he Qw'ef{y YEMains [ in A/ff@mf f&cc& , /m/ﬁc%m‘
to them. How shonld the lord of 4 mymw{ chariots
carry /L/W&é[ Zgﬁféy ég%rﬁ the b'%dam? gf he do
act Zg/tfl ) he har loct hir root of ravity); if he

fmcm/ to active movement, he will lose hir throne.



T/waﬁ[ traveller leaver no traces of hirwheels
or f@@fffg}f/‘ f/wfb% [ yméaf Jays no f/umg that can
be - fo wnd  fan (Ewith or blamed: the fb%l reckoner
HIES N mZZ;'w,‘ the fb'é% closer needr no boltr or
émff, while to open what he har shut will be
my}am’é /6; f/wfé;%/ binder nrer no ffl’/%/‘ or ko o,
while to unloose what he has bonnd will be
my}m/é/& T the same way the s 4 %ZW@f
fb’é% at mw'% men, and 10 he doer not cast away
any man; he ir aZW@f fb%l at ravin, f/b/%f, and
10 he doer not cast away mgyf/u'%. Thir ir called
'\7’[;2/;'% the Zg/u‘ of /u'wﬁm cednre.”

T/w?fg%re the man 0][%/[[ ir 4 master (to be
looked 1P to @ him who has not f/wfb'lf; and he
who har not the shill ir the /Lcé}cvf 0f the reputation

of himwho has the skill gf the one did not hononr
his marter, and the other did not rg'w'w i Wi



/wémf, an (ohrerver , thoneh mfdlgmf, mg/uf
gfmfly err about them. Thir ir called "The ntmort

4 eeree of mystery.’



Who knows hir manhood's fz’m%éf/t,
Yet still hir fma[& f&ﬁé leners masntains,
Ar to one c/wmm/ﬂaw the many drains,
Al come to him, yea, all beneath f/ww@.
Thur he the conrtant excellence retains;

The f;'nyslﬁ child again, free from all rtains.

Who knows how white attracts,
Yet &CZW@J keg}f /u'mwé[ within black's shade,
T/Lc:/mfz‘cm of /mm///g é@sl@m/,
fb{fﬂ@a{ i view of all beneath the f@;
He in the mc/wc%/% excellence mwga/,
Endless return to man's frret state har made.

Who knows how glm:y rhines,
Yet loves ﬂ//fé’l’éwéj nor €'er for it /fJMcZ&;
Behold /u'ffrm%ce 4 spacions yale,



To which men come fmm all beneath z‘/wf@.
The %%C/Mt%/% c;cc&/[mw cwyﬂa‘w itr tale;
The m@[& /}y[mf man in him we hasl.

The wrowro %/uz‘ material, when dpvided and
J;Jz‘r/é%fm/, farw yesrels. T/wfzgcj when my}[a\ymf
becomer the Head of all the Offrcers (of

5@%7%}%6%% ; and in his ﬁfﬁﬂf&ff resn lations he
W/ny "o Véolent measnres.



Jf any one shonld wirh o  set the b’}gﬂ/@m Sfor
/u'mmé{ and to ¢ffect thir éy what he does, T see
that he will not succeed. The A/%ﬂ/ OM IS A ym'f— like
f/u'%, and cannot be g0t @ actsve do e, Hewho
wonld 10 win it d m‘m\yx 1t he who wonld hold it in
his émys loser it

The conrse and nature of fA/%f ir iuch that
What war in front is now behind,;
What warmed anon we ﬁ&&z/%fmd .
S z‘rm&f/t frof weakness oft the f}WZ/

The rtore in ruins mocks onr tosl.

Hence the ra5e puts away excesiive tffort,
apcfmwcgmw, and easy /m/%gmccﬁ



H e who would assivt a lord af men i /wafma@
With the Tao will wot asert his martery in the
b’}%dam @ Sforce of arms. S sch a conrre ir ure o
meet with /fffmfcr return.

Wherever a host ir stationed, briars and thornse
ﬂsw’% @ T the requence 0f grmf armies there are
rure to be bad years.

A fb%[ commander) striker a dec/f;wéfow/
and rtops. He doer not dare éy continning his
operations) to asert and coﬂysla‘g his mastery. He
will strike the é/aw, but will be on hir £ch{ %m'mf
émg Yain or éamﬁ/ o7 arrogant iu conseqence of
it. He striker it ar a matter 0f %ﬁc&ff/i;y,‘ he striker
it, but not from a wirh for mastery,



When f/mgf have attained thesr m@%
matnrity f/ugy become old. Thir may be said to he
not i accordance With the Tao- and what ir not in

%ccom’mw w/f/u troon comer to an ma/.



Now arms, however émm‘ﬁ/, are inrtrnments
of evil omen, /mfgﬁz/, it may be said, to all creatures.
T/mfg[ore f/tc:y who have the Tao do not like ¢o
mys[oy them.

T/wf@mbr man Wdfﬂﬂf/y considers the [;ff
hand the most /wnmzmé[&f&cce, but in time of war
the Vg/tf hand. Those f/mgs weapons are
instroments of evil omen, and not the instruments of
fﬁﬁny&eﬁar Wm,-—~/w woer them m{y on the
compr Lrion 0][ Mcw/{y. Calm and repose are what he

prizes; victory éy force of arms) is to him
sindesirable. To consider thir derirable wounld be ¢o
ﬂ/&lg/u‘ n f/wxlmgﬁfer of men; and he who ﬂ/dg/tff
in the fZ&UgAfﬁ?’ of men cannot get hirwill in the
b'%dam.



On occasions of fertivity to be o the Zg[z‘ hand is
z‘/wy}r/zw/fw/ﬁm; ON OCCATIONS 0f mo %m;'%, the
rg/u‘ hand. The recond in command af the army has
/L/fj&/m& on the Zﬁzﬁ- f/wgmem/ cammmn//% in
c/u'g[ har hiv on the rg/uf,-——/u'fj&/ﬂccj that is, ir
zwgnm/ t0 him ar in the riter of mo RIS, Hewho
har killed woltitnder of men thonld weep for them
With the é/ffd?’&f%ﬂ%‘ and the victor in hattle has
/L/fj&/xc& rg/u‘{y ;wcom//% to those riter.



The Tao, considered as ;mc/umgmé, has no name.

Tho %/L m /ffjsr/ma rdial J/@Z/C/@ it may be
JWLZ[, the whole world darer not deal with (one
méw/y/% it ar a minsrter. If a fwdaljsmﬁc& or
the b'% conld 5%7/4{ and hold /it all wonld

f}@%fd%&@ Wéy bt themselver to him.

Heaven and Earth (under its 5%/&[%%66 unste
f%d/mf and rend down the rweet z/ew, W/L/C/L/
without the directions 0][ men, reaches gzgml/y
wcvyw/mfe as of #ts own accord.

Ar roon ar /ffl’OC%%/f to action, it har a name.
When it once has that name, (men) can know o
rert in it. When f/w:y fnow ¢0 rert in vt z‘/wy can be

fre& from all vick of fm’/%m and error.



The relation 0/[ the Tao to all the world ir like
tHhat 0/[ the great rivers and rear to the streams fmm
the V&CZZ@J.



Hewho knows other men is ﬂ//fC@%/%; hewho
fnows /u'mwé[ 1 /m‘d/gmf. Hewho overcomer
others i rtro e hewho overcomer /u'mwé[ 1 mgﬁzfy

Hewho is mﬁfﬂtﬁ/ With Wir ot ir rich; he who  4o¢s
on acting With enerty har a (firm will.

Hewho doer no z‘fm’l i the requivements of hir
fmf/a n, CONEINAHES lo e hewho dier and ya‘ doer not
fm'f/t, has o %ew’zfy.



u‘ll[ ervading ir f/w reat Tao! Tt may be
fa%m’ on f/w Zg[f im’ and on the rs g/uf

Al f/t/%f ﬁ/gmu{ on it for z‘/w/rfm duction,
which /%W&f o f/wm/ not one rg‘w'% obedience to
it. When itrwork ir &cccony}l;'f/wd, it doer not claim
the name of /wcw'% done it. Tt clother all f/u'%f ar
With 4 oarment, and maker no asronmption of émg
their Zam[; -4t may be named in the smallest f/L/%f.
Al f/u'%f return (to their root and ﬂ//f&ﬁ&%}’ L and
do not know that it ir it which fi’&/’/é{&f over therr
oo /% 10, -1t may be named in the grmz‘aff f/u'%f.

Hence z‘/wmé& irable (in the same way to
mcwysl;’fﬁ hir grmz‘ achievementr. Tt ir thro %A hir
not ch'% /L/mwc# gfmf Hat he can zcccwysl;'f/t

them.



To himwho holds in his hands the Greatd mase
0f the invisible Tao , the whole world resasr.
Men resort t0 him, and recesve no hurt, but f/m{
rest, peace, and the fé’t[[% of ease.

Mousic and dasntser will make f/wymm'%u ert
rtop (for atime). But f/L@%/L the Tao as it comes
Sfrom the month, reems /wy'm/ and has no f/m»mzr,
tho %/L it reems not worth éa'% looked at or lirtened
to, the nre of it s inexhanstible



When one ir about to take an inspiration, he ir
mure to make a J}mwbw cyy&/mﬁm; when he is
A ;'% to weaken ano f/wvg he w/ZZf/rfz‘ n‘rmgfﬁm
/u'm,- when he ir 50/% to overthrow mm%cr, hewill
frret have raired him 0, when he ir Loing to a’@WZ
wnother, he w/ZZf/rff have made gffff t0 him.:--this
r called 17’[/4/% the /g/u‘ of /u'ffmcm/%re J

T/wmﬂ overcomer the hard; and the weak the
rtro 1.

Firher shonld not be taken from the 4/&95,-
rtruments far f/wy}rof/f 0f 4 state shonld not be
rhown to f/wymflt.



The Tao in itr regu lar conrre doer no f/mg for
the sake of do meit), and 1o there ir no f/u'% which it
doer not db.

%w’mw and b'%f were able to maintan it
all f/t/%/‘ wonld of themselver be z‘mwfarma/ éy
them.

gf thir transformation became to me an 0?/&%
0f JZ&MV@ T wonld cpysrcw the derire éy the nameless

f/%y;//c/{'y.

S mysl;'c/{y Without 4 name
I free from all external asm.
With no desire, at rest and still,
Al f/wgf 40 rg/u‘ ar of their will



Those who J}mw&ﬁ/ m /Lg/tﬁff 4 eree the
attributes of the Tao ) did not (reek) to show them,
and f/mfg[ore f/tc:y f@ffmw/ them (in 5 Uert
mearnre). | Thore who f@ffﬁffﬁé{ in a lower 4/%7’66
those attributer (10 %/Lf how ) ot to lose f/wm, and
fAWg%l’& f/w:y did no t possess them (in ﬁ//&ff

MEAINre ).

Those who f@ffww{ i the /Lg/tﬁff ﬂ/%l’ﬁﬁ
those attributer did mf/u’% With 4 purpose), and
had no need to do mgz‘/u'%. Those who f@ffcww/
them in a lower a/%refwcre dwgf dmg, and

had need to be so dw'%.



Those who J}wcwm/ the /Lg/wffém&volmw
were %/W@f fﬁ&b’}g to carry ¢t ont, and had no
need 4o be a’m}g 0. [ Thore who J}mw&d the
/Lg/tﬁff rg/u‘&o%mw were x/wxyf fa%/% to carry
it ont, and had need to be o a/m'%.

Those who J}mmw/ the /Lg/wfz‘ renseof
f@&ﬂaﬁy were xlwzgw fﬁc%/% to thow /it and
when men did not ray&am’ to #t, f/uqy bared the arm
and marched p to them.

Thos itwar that when the Tao war lost, its
attributer erw/; When itr attributer were /wf/
benevolence erw/; when benevolence was /wf,
rg/u%o HINELS %}mrm’; and when rg/ufw HINELS WAL

Zofz‘, f/uay&mfﬂeﬂ&f %}mrw/.



Now propriety is the attennated form of leal-
heartedners and 5004/ fm’f/u, and ir alro the
commencement of dirorder; nwift %}re/umﬂm i

m{y “ f/awaf of the Tao, and ir the b ELIMIIng of
fz‘@/d/{y.

Thors it i that the glrmf man abides éy what is
solid, and eschews what ir ﬂ/mcy,- dwelly with the
Jrust and wot with z‘/wf/awaf. Tt fr thur that /wjéfm‘f
away the one and maker choice of the other.



The f/u'%r which ﬁom af old /chof the One
the Tao) are--

Heaven which éy it i érg/u‘ mw/f%r&;
Earth rendered f/mfe@ firm and sure;
@}/m’ff Wwith powers éy it opp lied:

V%Z/cyf égsffu/[ thro %/wm‘ their void
Al creatures which thro %/L it do live
Princer and b’}gf Who  from i get

The model which to all f/wy Live

Al there are the remltr 0f the One (Tan).

gf heaven were not fﬁwfwcj it roon would
rend;
gf earth were not thur sure, '‘twonld break and

bend,
Withont f/wcywwaw, the IPIrits soom wonld fm’l,-



Jf not ro f;’l[w// the dro %/Lf wm{Zﬂ/j}M’C/L each vale;
Without that @[cj creatures ww[z{f&w away;
Princer and kings, without that moral way,

However ﬁmml and /Lg/t, wonld all n/mg.

Thos it ir that ﬂ/gm@ fm& it (firm) root in
ir (previons) meanness, and what ir Zafzﬁy f/mfr ity
rtab ;'/;'zfy in the lowness ﬁam which it rirer). Hence

princes and b'%r call themselver 'O ?/wau, " Men
@[fmd/ Vertue, and as 'Cfcrm%&f withont 4 nave.
Tr not thir an xcﬁmwlwgmmf that in their
co mm/m'% themselver mean f/ugy ree f/wfwmfxﬁm
of therr n/gm@? So it ir that in the ewwomeration of
the ﬂ/ﬁfwmgmﬁf of 4 carrigge we do not come on
what maker it answer the endys of 4 carriage. T/Lcy
do wot wirk to show themselver dgmf— lo 0@% ar
J’&tt/ﬁ, but fr#cw t0 be coarse- Zaab'% ar an

0m//ma:y stone.



The movement af the Tao
3y contraries jsmw&afr,‘

TAnd weakness marks the conree

Of Tan's mgﬁ{y deeds.

Al z‘/u'%f sunder heaven y}m%ﬂam Tt ars
xXirting and named); that ﬁ;c/ffmctywc%ﬂam Jt
ar non-exrrtent and not named ).



Scholars 0f the /Lg/w’ff class, when f/ug hear
ahout the Tao, mm&rf{y carry it mto fmcf/c&
Scholars of the middle class, when f/wy have heard
ahont i, reem now o &9} it and wow to love it.
Scholars of the lowest class, when f/wy have heard
ahont it, ng/t grmfgy at it. Jf it were not thas
ngﬁm’ at, it would not be it to be the Tao.

Therefore the sentence-makers have thus
@yrmm/ themselver:--

The Tao, when érg/ufafffem, reems Zg/tf to
luck;
Who ) progress in it makes, reems dmw/% back;
Ttr even way i like a r%m/ track.
Ttr /Lg/tm‘ virtue from thevale doth rive;
Ttr greatest éma{y reems o @[em{ the eyer;
And he has most whose lot the least IWZ/W.



Tts firmert virtue seems é%fjmr and low,;
Ttr solid truth seems c/wug& to und €740,
Ttr Z&Ug&ff repare doth et no corner thow
A vw&/ﬁrmé it ir the slowert made;
Lowd ir itr sound, but never word it sasd;

A remblance great, the rhadow of 4 rhade.

The Tao i hidden, and har no name; but it ir
the Tao which ir fb%/ at mysm%z to all f/tméf
what f/wy need ) and ch}g tHhem cwy&[a%



The Tmfmn’%cm’ One; O}Lcy&ma’%cm/ Two; Two
frm/%cm/ Three; T/uf&cysrw/ucm/ Al f/u'%r. Al
fﬁ;’}%f leave behind them the Oémm@ ont of
which z‘/wy have come), and 40 farwm/ to embrace
the ?rgﬂfnw into which z‘/tc:y have mcg&d ,
while z‘/tgy are harmonized éy the Breath of

Vacancy.

What men diclike ir to be oy/wmf, to have
little vertune, to be as wcrm%&r without HAVEs; and
yef there are the d&fgmﬁmu which k/}gf and
jm'm&f nre far themselver. So it ir that some thin
are increased @ éd}g é{/m;%/f/tml, and others are

diminirhed @ émg increased.

What other men (thus) teach, T alro teach.
The violent and ffm% do not die therr natnral
death. T will make thir the basir 0f "y fmc/u'%.



T/wmffwf f/wg intheworld dasher against and
overcomer the /ww/&ff; that which has no
nthrtantial extrtence enters where there ir no
crevice. I know /w%@ what m’mnﬁg& é&[@%f to
n’a;'% nafb% With 4 L prrpose).

There &cref&w in theworld who attain to the
fmcﬁ;’% without wo rﬂlf, and the m’mm‘%e arm'%
fmm non-action.



Or fame or Zy’%
Which do yox hold more dear?
Or /9[6 or wealth,
To which wonld yox adhere?
ﬂ(&f}s Zg% and lore thore other z%/%f,-
ﬂ(&g} them and lore your /ﬁ%.»—w/u’c/t ér/%f

Sorrow m/fm MOVe Nenr?

Thur we may see,
Who cleaver to  fame
Rg’tcff what ir more sreat;
Who lover /mgwfora
g/va 0 the richer state.

Who ir content
Needr fmr "o shame.
Who knowr to f@s



Tnenre no blame.
From ﬂ/%%é?’ ﬁw
.,Z,mg live shall he



Who thinks his great xc/u’wmmfffa or
S/m[/ﬁmf his Visonr [m% endure.
of grmz‘m‘j%/lmw, deemed a void,
Exhanstion ne'er shall stem the tide.
Do thon what's ffmg/tffﬁ[/ crooked deem;
T@ greatest art il fﬁﬁs/d reem,

And elo Qence « fmmmm'% JCream

Constant action overcomer cold; ée;'% still
overcomer heat ?’»m’@ and rtillnes 5;’% Hhe correct
law to all under heaven.



When the T;wfrgwc/[r in the world, f/wy rend
back their fw;ff horeer to (draw) the n/%%— carts.
When the Tan is é{/fl”%&ﬁ?&{&l/ in the world, the
war-horser breed in the border lands.

There ir no gm'/%rmfcr than to ranction
xmé/ﬁm; no m[&m;’@ grmz‘af than to be
dircontented with one's lot; no fm&‘grmz‘er than
the with to be setting. T/wrg% re the rufficiency of
contentment 1 an m&[uw’% and mc/m%/%

ﬂgﬁ%/m@



W;'z‘/uo%fga ;'% outride his 5/0073 one understands
all that taker f/&w& sinder f/Lw@,- without [mb}%
ont from hir window, one reer the Tao of Heaven.

The f%l’f/t(i?’ that one soer ont (from /u'mmé[ | the

ZC’J'J‘ Aﬁ A%@Wf .

T/mfg[or& z%w%af g0t therr knowled, ew;f/wnf
fmw//;% save their (¥ g/tf namer to ths
w;z‘/wuffm% z%m and &cccwys[;f/wd f/mr ends
without wy purpose of 4{0/}% s0.



Hewho devoter /u'mmé[fa /mm/% reehs from
5/@ to a’@ to fncrease (his bwwlagg ; hewho

devoter /L/Wc”é[ to the Tao (rechs fram 4[@ to ;/@
to diminich (hir 4{0/% .

He diminirher it and %m diminirher /L, #ll
he arriver at a/m% mz%/% on purpose). ﬂmf/%

arrived at z‘/u'fﬁomf of non-action, there ir no z‘/u'%

which he doer not do.

Hewho  Setr 4 hir own all wnder heaven does
0 éy Lpving A/mx&# o tronble (with that exd ). gf
one take trouble (with that end , he ir not 6@%4{/ to
ga‘ﬁ% ar hiv own all wnder heaven.



The rage has no iwvariable mind af his OWN, he

maker the mind of f/wf@}lﬁ hir mind.

To those who xragow/ tome), T am gow/; and
to thore who are nafgawf towme), T am alro 5@0:/,-»
and thur (all St to be gom’. To those who are
rincere (with me , T am sincere; and to thore who
are ot sincere (With me L T am alro f/%CC’I’&/‘”%%é{

thor (all gef t be rincere

T/wwg& har in theworld an aypearance of
indecirio n, and A@?‘f hir mind in a state 0][
/m@%ﬂ%ce to all. T/wf@le all Aegs therr eyer and
earrs directed to /u'm, and he dealr with them all ar
hir children.



Men cam&fan‘/u and live; f/qu enter (agam
and dje.

@, f every ten Hiree are minirters of /;f& o

themeelver); and three are ministers of death.

There are alro three in every ten whaore aim ir
to Z/w, but whose movements tend to the land (or

flxcg of death. And for what reason? Becawwse of
their excesrive endeavonrs to ) perpetnate life.

But I have heard that he wha ir fb’é% n

MANLLING the Z;j'% entrusted to him for atime travelr
on the land withont Amfﬁg to shun rhinoceror or
tiser, and enters a host withont /wcw'% to avoid é}fﬁ
coat or f/w@s Weapon. The risnoceros f/m[f no f/&ace
i him into which to thruet itr /wm, nor the fgcr a



f/zw& i which to f;}c its claws, nor the weapon ch[;cw
to admst /fff@/m‘. And fw what reason? Becanse

tHhere i in him no f/;cc& 0f death.



Al z‘/u'%f zcmfmd%m/ @ the Tao, and
nonrirhed éy ir am‘j%w/% yﬁmﬂm. T/L@ recerve
their forms mcon{/% to the nature of each, and are
cwyslcfw/ ﬂcccorﬁ//% to the circumstances of therr
condstion. TAW@% re all fA/%/‘ without exception
hononr the Tao, and ﬁ?m[f #tr Mfﬂaw/% ?}cmf/m.

Thir hono nring of the Tao and c;mlﬁ}g of #ts
operation ir not the remlt of any ordination, hut
%Zwagyf a yam‘mmw tribute.

Thos it ir that the ’Z}c@}mdmw all f/u'%f ,
nonrisher them, ém%f them to their ﬁ/[émwz‘/t,
VLS z‘/wm, cwysla‘&r f/wm, matnres z‘/tm,

mammtams z‘/wm/ and mfc@srmd/ them.



g ffrm’%cw them and maker no clasm to the
f@ffd’ff/mt 0f z‘/um,- it carrier them thro %/L therr
processes and doer not vannd its xé/[/@ m ﬁ/@/}g 10; 1t

érmgf them to matnrity and EXEVCHIES ND control
over f/um;——z‘/u'f ir called itr myffw;'a nr @&mﬁm.



The Tan) which Wg/mz‘m/ all wnder z‘/wf@ ir
to be convidered ar the mother af them all.

When the mother ir o wnd, we know what her
children should be. When one knows that he i his
mother's child, M&{J}rocwf(f to onard (the Qwal;'z‘faf
of the mother that ée/mg to him, to the end of his
Z;j% he will be - free from zllfcw’/.

Let him é@ hir month closed, and shut 0 the
f@m‘xlr of hir nostrilr), and all his Z;fe he will be
exempt from laborions exertion. Let him kcyg& hir
month open, and vf}(ﬁ%i[ hir breath) in the
_promotion of his affasrs, and all his Z;ft therewill be

. Mg%g for him.



T/ij%rc?ﬁm of what ir omall ir (the recret 0f
clear- Jg/u‘m/nw; the 5%&%{/% of what is soft and
tender ir (the vecret af ffrmgf/u.

Who nres well his /g/uf,
R&vafﬁ% to ¢tr [ronrce 5o érg/ut
W//Zﬁfam his ém’y ward all é[g/u‘,
And hider the unc/m%/%fmm men's Jg/tf.



9rg wmff%ﬁ/ﬁ/m/y to become known, and (pnt
nto ;cfm'ﬁm to) conduct (a gmfm%mmf JLCCOWZ/%
to the Great Tao, what T rhould be most @%w/ of
wonld be éw@%l 4[@}/@.

Tﬂcgrmf Tao (or way) s very level and easy;
é%ff@}[& love the @—W@f.

Therr conrt —\y&cm/f and é%/Zﬂ//%/‘ shall bewell
kgsf, but their f/&[a/f shall be ill-cnltivated, and
their LTANATIES VETY empty T/w:y thall wear dgmz‘
and ornamented mé&r, carry 4 fﬁ&@} word at their

gf'm/fc;  pronper themselver in mf/% and drmé/%,
and have a f;f/serﬂcé%ndanw of f property and wealth, -
-ruch Jm'ncw may be called robberr and boasters.
Thir ir contrary to the Tao mr&{y.’



What (Tao's fb%/f/mmﬂ f/muff
Can never he ptorn,
What his fb’éfuf arms enfo ld
From him can ne'er be borne.
Sons rhall ém% n ngfﬁm[% line,
Sacrificer to hir thrine.

Tao when wurred within one's f&éﬁ
Hir vigour will make true;
And where the fam/gy it rulers
What richer will accrne!
The Mg/té orhood where /ffrcwa/[r
In f/mw% will abound.:
And when 'tr reen thro %/Lmzf the rtate,
goaﬁ/  fortune will be - fo snd.
E@Z@ it the b’}%dom 0'er,
And men thrive all aronnd.



T this way the ¢ffect will be seen in f/L{:”}%?’JML,
@ the obrervation of a/ﬁﬁmd cases; in the fﬂm/{y;
in the Mg/uéar/wm/; in the state; and in the
b’}gdam.

How do T know that this ﬁaf irrure to hold
tHowr all wnder f/wf@? 3y Hir (method of

obrervation ).



Hewho has in /L/Wﬁé[ ztéum/zcm‘gy the
attributes of the Tao) ir like an infant. Poisonons
insectr will mz‘fﬁ% A/m;ﬂafce beartr will not resze

him; birds of Fprey will not strike him.

The nfant s boner areweak and itr rinews
sft, but et it grasy bs frrm. Gt fnows not yet the
unson of male and fma/&, and et itr yirile member
may be excited;- ~f/ww;'% f/tcycvfftcf/m of its

f@ﬂb&t/ ervence. All 4{@ ng it will cry without its
throat émm;}g ho arre; - —f/ww/% the /wcrmm@/ m
i constrtution ).

To him éy whom this /wcrmmg ir known,
The secret of the %%6/%%/% Tao) ir thown,

And in the bwwlage wirdom ﬁ%d/ itr throne.
Al Zﬁ%b increasing arts to evil turn;



Where the mind maker the vital breath to é%m/
Falre) ir the fz‘mgf/t/ and o'er it we shonld

Monrn.

When z‘/u'%r /megé&camwz‘m%, f/qu then
become 0[4/, which may be rard o he cmfmz:y to the
Tao. Whatever ir contrary to the Tao roon endr.



Hewho knows (the Tap doer ot (care to
y%k ahont it ; hewho ir (ever rmﬁ/y to ym&
about it doer not know it

He (who knows it) will kegs hir month shut
and close z‘/wysormlf of hir nostrily ). Hewill blbunt
his f/w@}  points and wnravel the cony}//cxﬁaw of
f/L;'nOzf,- hewill m‘fmymf his érg/tfmw, and ér/%
/L/Wé”é[ mto %remmz‘ With the 0émm'{y of
others). Thir ir called ’f/wMyn‘m’aw ﬂéremmz‘.'

Such an one) cannot be treated fzm//mrl or
distantly; he ir éc:ymw/ all consideration of fmf/z‘ or
/{L/'m:y,- 0f mé;'/;'{y or meanness:--he ir the noblert

man %%1{67’ /L(ZO*&%.



A state may be ruled @ measnres of
correction; weapons of war may be wred with cwgfzﬁy
a’cpcfm’éy; but) the b’%ﬁ/om ir made one's own

mgy éy ﬁm{am fmm action mn’f@swcﬁ

How do T know that it ir 102 By these - facts:--
I the b'%dom the mu Z@'s/;mf/m of fro/u’é itve
ENACEMENTS INCreases z‘/szmfaf{y of z‘/wf@sfe; the
more mysfmmff to add to f/w/rfrof/f that the
f&aﬂe /Wcj fA%rmfcvf disorder is there in the rtate
and clan,; the more acts of crafty dextersty that men
DISESS, the more do ffl%%& contrivances appear; the
more d{f}/@ there is 0f Z%/f&a‘/a ", the more thiever
and robbers there are.

T/mfg%rmx%g harsaid, T will do mf/w% of

prrpose), and f/tcwale will be z‘mmfamw/ of
themeelver; T will be fmw/ of kegmg il and the



f@&/& will 0/[ themselver become correct. T will take
o trowble abont it, and f/wy&&af/& will of themselver
become rich; T will mansfert no wmbition, and the

f@&/& will of themselver attain to f/sz,rmzf;w

fmyslz'c/zfy. /



The gwcmmmf that reems the most wowire,
0 f%amlnm to f/tﬁfﬁaj&/ﬁ best JWZ/&J;
That which ir medd, //%, 0 %c/u'% Wc’(yf/u'%/
Will work but ill, and :Z/fwamfmmz‘ ér/%.

Mirery!- —/Lf%/b/%&ff irto be fmmd éy itr ride!
J’l%}mm/ —-mirery lurks beneath it! Who knows
what either will come to in the end?

Shall we then é//ffd%f& With correction? The
method of | correction thall éy a trrn become
ﬂ//ffarf/m, and z‘/wgam/ in it shall éy # turn hecome
evil. The delusion of f/wy;@}/e on f/L/ff@/%f has
indeed subristed for a ng time.



T/LW#@M f/wwg& ir (like) a spare which onts
no one (with its %%[&f ; like ) a corner which
ifures no one With ity f/wcgymff CHleir
fﬁxgﬁﬁ%mzcm/, but allows /u'mmé[ no license; he ir

érg/u‘, but doer not dazzle.



For r%% Zm‘/% the /umwm i onr constitution
and rmn/m'% the fmjmf rervice to the /wmfm/y,
there ir no f/u'% like moderation.

Tt iz only by this moderation that there is
#m‘w{ an mr{y return (to man'r nwormal state ).
That mrgy return ir what 9 call the rgsmz‘w/
aconmnlation of the attributer of the Tao). With
that rgémfe:/ accnmnlation 0f those 4#}7’5%&5 there
comes z‘/wm@'%m‘/m 0][ every obstacle to such
retwrn). Of this méﬂg&a‘/m we know not what shall
be the Z/m;'f,- and when one knows not what the limst
thall be, he may be the ruler of a state.



He w/wfwf&fmf the mother 0f tHhe rtate may

continne /mg. FLir case ir like that 0f f/ucy;/mz‘ 0f
which wesay that itr roots are 4/69} and itr ﬂaww
rtalks ﬁrm:——f/u'f ir the way to secure tHhat itr

c%a/%r/% /y'%f/wf[[ [mg be reen.



glmfa%/% a gfmffmf& irlike co 0@% fm;d[f/f/u.

Let the b}%ﬁ/am é%mfcma/ Acco m//% to the
Tao, and the manes of the é[?%]’i’&l/ will not
mansfert therr ym'z‘ml enerey. Tt i not that those
manes have not that ym'z‘ml enersy, but it will not
be my&/oyw/ to hurt men. Tt ir not that it conld not
hurt men, but neither doer the m[ﬂg a5t hurt
them.

When these two do not ;';y'uwbwgy affect each
other, therr g@@d /;ﬂumcw Converse in the virtue

0f the Tan).



What maker a gfmfffm‘& Wt émg like) a
Zow—{yﬁg, down- flow/}g stream ,‘——/fé%@m&f the
centre to which tend (all the rmall stater) wnder

/wm/m.

To illustrate ﬁom the care 0f zc/lfma[w:— -
the fma[& %ZW@f overcomer the male éy her
rtilluesr. Stillnerr may be considered (a sort 0][

abarement.

Thos it ir that a sreat statt, éy co ndacmn//% 0
mall rtater, S them for /ff&é[,‘ and that rmall
rtater, éy aé&m’% themoelver to a érmffmfc; win #t
over to them. Tn the one cave the abasement leads o

g&cm;’% Ml//uﬁ’mff, in the other case to fmam’ng
favonr.



T/L%rmffmz% m/y wirher to unite men
z‘%ef/mf and wonrich z‘/wm,- a omall state m/y wirher
to be recesved @, and to serve, the other. Each sets

what it z/m’r&f, but the gfwtf state mnst learn to
ahase /m»éf.



Tao har 0f all f/u'%r tHhe mort hono %rm’f&tc&

No trearnres gﬁwgoml men 1o rich a LTACE;
Bad men /%%&CW(/, and doth their ill ¢fface.

Ttr) admsrable words m@%nﬁmg hononr;
itr) admirable deedr can raire f/w/;t}erfa rmer
above others. Even men who are no fg@@d are not

whandoned éy s

T/mfg% re when z%wmfafegn occupier A/ff&cce
ar the Son of Heaven, and he has W@/%f&/ his
three ducal mmsrters, z‘/mgﬁ a Jm'me were to
send in a round {yméol—af—mnk Z&cgt &w%/t to f//l
both the hands, and that as f/wy}remrmr of the
team of horver (in the cmzrf—yan{ L onch an ﬁew;g
wonld not be eaal to (a lesson of thir Tao, which
one mg/tfjsrmm‘ on hir kneer.



W@ war it that the mc;’mfffﬂzw/ thir Tan 10
wnch? War it not becanse it conld be éﬂf éy m;%/%
Sor it and the 5%;’[@ conld ercape (from the rtain of
therr 5%//% @ 2 Thir ir the reason w@ all wnder
heaven consider it the most valuable f/u'%.



Tt ir the way of the Tao) to act withont
f/u'nb'% of acting; to o ndnct affasrs withont
fgel;'% the) tronble of them, to taste withont
ﬁ//fcaw'% any ﬂmmw; to consider what ir mall as
great, and « few ar many; and to recompense infury
With kindness.

The marter of #t anticiyates f/u'%f that are
ﬁ/ﬁ%ﬂf while f/w:y are easy, and doer z%/%f that
wonld éecom%rmf while fﬁgy are small. Al
ﬂ/ﬁ%% i f/u'%f in the world are sure to arice - from a

frgwbw rtate i which f/wy were easy, and %Z%Vtéﬁf
fb%f fromone in which f/wy weresmall. T/mfg% re
f/wmgc; while he never doer what /fé?"tmﬁ irable on
that acconnt o acco @Z/J‘/L the grmfarf z‘/u'%f.



Hewho /g/uf{y | promises ir sre to b@; but
little fm’f/g hewho ir co m‘;’nm@ z‘/umb}g f/mgf
eary fronre to f/m/ them ﬂ’fﬁmt (t. T/wr#w& f/wwg&
sees n/fﬁ/cu/éy even i what reems eary, and 10 never

har any zfﬁmlﬁw.



Thatwhich ir at rest is mf/{y ég}f hold of; ég%r&
“ z‘/wg has Lpven indications of s presence, it is eary
to take measnres %m}m‘ 1t that which ir brittle ir
mf/éy bro ém,- that which ir very mall iy mf/gy
a//yerm{. HAction shonld be taken ég‘ore a z%mg has
made its appearance; order shonld be secured ég%rc
disorder has é%;m.

The tree which f;'ZZf the arms grew  from the
tinsert spront; the tower of wine storeys rose from a
mall /w@ of earth, z‘/ijmc:y of 4 thonsand ls
commenced with a f;'%lw@s.

Hewho actr (with an %me'arjs;@}we doer
harm; he who taker hold of 4 f/u'% in the same
way lover hir hold. T/wmge doer not act (10), and
fﬁerg%r& doer no harm; he doer not /@ hold 110),
and f/wvf#are doer not lose hir bold. | But f@slﬁ n



Hhetr condnct af @[ﬂrf are camz‘mz‘éy PN Hhem
when f/tqy are on the eve 0fmccw. Uf z‘/u:y were

mrg%/ at the end, as z‘/uc:y thonld be) at the
é%mm}g, f/uc:y would not 1o ruin them.

T/mfg% re f/wwgﬁ desirerwhat (other men ) do
ot desire, and doer not prize f/u'%r diffienlt to st
he learns what (other men) do not /mm, and turne
back to what the mnltitnde of men /L%V&J}Wfﬁﬂl éy
Thor he /L({é}f the natnral n’&w/afmmz‘ of all f/u'%r,
and doer not dare to act (with an %/fm’arjmng 0f

/L/f OWN ).



The ancientrwho showed their skill mfmcf/f/%
the Tao did r0, not to m/g/u‘m f/uay&@&[&, but
rather to make them m{c}slt and gmmnf.

The ﬁ@%% /{y I govErning z‘/wymﬂt arires
Sfrom therr /wcw'% much bwwlag& Hewho (tries
to Soverna state @ hir wisdom i a sco i to 1t;

while he who doer not f;:y to) do o ira élm‘%.

Hewho knows these two f/u'%f f/m/f in them
alro Wir model and rule. ﬂéﬂ/@ to know thir model
and rule constituter what we call the m\yffmbw
excellence (of 4 covernor). Deep and f&cr—rmcﬁ;}% i
uch myprterions c;ccel[mc&, J‘/LOW/% indeed its

powenor as Wm’z‘& to m%cm but /ma{/% them to a
Jreat conformity to him.



That w/wwéy the rivers and rear are able to
recerve the ho mase and tribute of all the Wc//gy
rtreams, 1 their skill in ée/}g lower than f/u::y,- -1t ir
thiur that f/u::y are the kin of them all. So it ir
that fﬁw&g& ruler , W/Jf;:% t9 he above men, jmff
/u'mreﬁ @ hir wordsr below f/tm, mw/, w;'f/u’% to be
ég%rc them, J}chaf /L/fj}ﬁ?’m}t behind them.

Tn this way tho %A he has /L;'U;chcg ahove
them, men do ;wffeg/ his wggﬁz‘, nor f/w%/t he has
/u'ff/;cceég%re them, do z‘/wy fed it an injury to

them.

T/mfg% re all in the world é{dg/tf to exalt him

and do ot weary of him. Becanse he doer not strive,
no one f/m[/ /ff@m’é le to strive with him.



Al theworld says that, while my Tao is rsreat,
it yet appears to be inferior (to other rysrtems of
fmc/u'% :

Now ¢t ;'U'wf i gmmaf that maker it seem to be
inferor. If it were like any other rystem), for Zm%
wonld itr rmallness have been known!

But T have f/w@}r&cm " f/wgf which I [ prize
and hold  fast. The - frret b émf/maf,- the recond ir
cconomy; and the third is fﬁrmb’%ﬁam mb'%

frccw/mce of others.

With z%m‘gmﬂmm T can be bold; with that
economy I can be liberal; shrinkine from takin
frecm’mce of others, I can become a vessel of the

/Lg/L&ff hononr. Now-a- d@f z‘/wy g’ve 0 £mz‘lmw



and are 4l/far ém% bold, economy, and are x[/far
émg lh f:ml,- the /u'%dmwff/xce, and reek m{y to be
Soremast;--(of all which the end ir) death.

glmﬂmw ir e to bevictorions even in
ém%/&, and f;mgy to marntam +tr 57’0%%&/ . Heaven
will rave /fff@ff&fm}’, éy his very 56%%/&%%
o z‘&cﬁ% him.



Hewho in (Tao's) wars has skill
Asrnmer no mzm‘/x/famﬁ-
Hewho fg/tff With mw%aw[ will
To rage makes no resort.

Hewho mmm'f/wf yet sl

ﬂ(&g}f from hir fo&r apart;
Hewhose hertr men most fu é‘;’l
Yet homb Zy ﬁ/;’a hir art.

Thos wesay, Flent'er contends,
And therein ir his mg/tf. '
Thos we sy, Men's willr he bends,
That f/wy With Wi unste.

Thur we say, 'L, jhe Heaven's hir ends,
No rage of old more érg/uf '



A master of the art of war has said, ' do not
dare to be the host (0 commence the war); I jsrg[af
t9 be f/u:gwrf to act on the :Zg[mr/ve . T do not
dare to advance an inch; I frg[cvf to retire a foot.
Thir ir called mzrf/wcl//% the ranks where there are
1o ranks; é&m'% the arms (to fg/u‘ where there
are no arms to éarc;gr@s/% the wedpon where
there ir no weapon to 5}%@; M/wmc/% %m’mz‘ the

enemy where there ir no enemy.

There ir no mlam/{y greater than Zg/u‘éy
CWSALING IHWAT. To do that ir near Zm% the
gmﬂmm Which ir mfr&c/ow. Thos it i that when
wsom% wedpons are xcz‘wc/[y cmffm/, he who
ﬂ/fﬂmfaf the rituation CONRUETY.



My words arevery eary to fnow, and very easy
t j&mcﬁfﬁ; but there ir wo one in the world who is
able to know and able o fﬂ(&f/f& them.

There ir an Wg/mcﬁ% and all- cauysre/tmd/%
frmcﬂsle m my WOWZ/’, wnd an anthoritative law
far tHhe f/u'%f which 9 mfarc& Tt i becanse f/w:y

do not know z‘/m&, that men do not know me.

T/Lcy who know me are few, and T awm on that
acconnt (the more) ¢o éejm'zw/. Tt i thur that the
TAEEWEATS (4  poor é&tl’é 0f harr CZ@ZL/L, while he
carries his renet of szlg i hir bosom.



To know and yet Hink ) we do not know ir the
/Lg/tﬁff attarnwment); not to fnow (and yd think

we do bww ir 4 direare.

Tt ir ﬂ'}@{y éy ém%jw'nw/ at (the tho %/Lf of
/wcw'% thir divease that we arcyrwmﬁd  from #t.
The rage har not the direase. He knows f/wyw’n
that wonld be ;'mgmmé le - from i, and f/wrg%r& he

doer not have it



When f/wy&&af[& do o ffmr what f/w:y a%/u‘ to
fear, that which ir their great dread will come on
them.

L et them not the %/Lflaffy indn gﬁ themselver
in their mfz/mm:y /y’%; let them not act as ifweary of
what that @[6 dgmw/f on.

Tt ir éy a0 ;Z//% ruch indn gmw that much

weariness doer not arire.

T/mfﬁa re f/wfzge knows (there z‘/u'%f of
/u'mweﬁ but doer mzymmn/@ his bwwlage ; me,
but doer not appeartoseta yalneon, A/%Uté[. And
thus /Lcysm‘f the latter alternative away and makes

choice of the - former.



Hewhose boldness appears in his ﬂ/ﬂi’/}g to d
Wrong, in dg%’mc(f of the laws s put to death; he
whase holdness appears i hir not d&m’ng to do o
lpver on. O f there two caser the one appears to be
ddwcm‘%ww, and the other to be Infurions. But

When Heaven's aker SALEr A mAn,

Who the canse shall fméy rcan?

On thir acconnt f/wwg&fw[r a ﬁ@%%[@ arto
what to do in the fa Ymer care).

Tt ir the way of Heaven not to strive, and yet
/ffb’lé%/ly overcomes; not to \f}&é’%& and ya‘ it
fb’ﬁ/ m 05%[%[@ a rgs{y,- doer not waZZ, and yd

men come to 1t 0f Hemeelver. Ttr demonstrations are



auiet, and et /ffjs/mu ﬂrﬁfb%/ and effective. The
merhes of the net of Hleaven are Z%%&,-fmf apart,
but [a‘ﬁ% no f/u'% ercape.



T/L&f@[ﬁ do no tfear death, to w/wcffug}ofﬁ ir it
to (try to) frishten themwith death? If the people
were %ngf m awe 0f ﬁ/mf/t, and T conld alung
reize those who do WIons, ma/jmf them to n/mf/t,
who would dare to do wm%?

There is xZW@f One w/wfrmz{&r over the
;'}gfl;’cz‘/m death. Hewho wonld ;'}g%'cz‘ death in the
room 0f him who mjrm’dw over ¢t may be described
ar /ww/% wood instead of 4 ereat carpenter. Seldom
i1 it that he who wndertaker the /ww;'%, inrtend of
fA%’V&dl‘ carpenter, doer not cut hiv own handr!



T/Lcys@lgﬂﬁmf ﬁa " fmu’m becanse 0f the
mnltitnde of tayer cononmed by their mpersors. It is
thiro %/L thir that z‘/tgy nﬁaf f&cmm&

T/sz@lc are difficnlt to  LOVern becanse of the
EXCELrivVe 4sency 0f their ﬂysmbrf m gmfmw}g
them ). It ir throngh this that they are diffiontt to

gm/‘d?’ n.

T/Lcy;wfl& make /gﬁz‘ of @;% becanse of the
reatnes of their labowre in secking for the means of
Z/w'%. Tt i7 thir which maker them think Zg/u‘ of
ﬂ{y/%. Thos it ir that to leave the méjecf 0f Zf'w'nf
altogether out of view it better than to set a his

yalue on it



Man at hir birth is J%b[& wnd weak; at hir
death, frrm and rtrons. So it irwith) all f/u'%f.
Trees d%&{}ld%ff, in thesr mr/y é?’m(ff/t/ are soft and
éw’ff/c;- at their dmf/u, n/zcy and withered.

Thus it ir z%m‘f/rmnm and ffrméf/t are the
concomstants of death, softness and weakners, the
concomitants 0f @[&

Hence hewho (relier on z%wfrmgf/u of hir
Jorcer doer not conauer; and a tree which is rtrong
w/[[f/l/ the ont-rtretched armJs, and f/mf@éy mviter
the ft[lcvf.

T/mfﬁore z%cy}/me of what ir firm and strong is
below, and that of what s soft and weak ir above.



May not f/w”)/{/@ or Tan) of Hleaven be
cmymrm/ to the (method of émd;'% # how? The
(part of the bow ) which was /Lg/t irbro %/u‘ low,
and what was low ir rasred . So Heaven
diminsrher where there is nyscmé mw[mc&, and

JWmeff where there ir dg%/mgy.

Tt ir the Way of Heaven to diminirh
ﬂf}ﬁ?’%é%m{%}w@ and to JWmef dg%/mg. Tt ir
not 10 with the way of man. Fte taker away from
thore who have not cm%/t to add to hir own

ﬂf}ﬁ?’%é%%é[%%ﬂi

Who can take hir own f@éemémdmw and
therewith rerve all wnder heaven? Onéy hewho i
n posression 0f the Tao!



T/wﬂj% rethe (ru //% rage acts withont
c/x/m;'% the remlts as /u'f,- he achiever his merit and
doer not rest zcrr%mf/y in it:--he doer not wirh to
4 /yl@ his f}y&cﬁa r;@.



Thereirno f/wg in theworld mo rwaff and weak
than water, and et far %fz‘xcb’ng f/mgf that are
f/m and strong there ir no f/u'% that can take
frecm’mw of it;-for there ir wa/w% ) gﬁm‘wc[
far which it can be c/wc%a/ :

Eva:y one in the world knows that z‘/wmﬂ
overcomer the /wcm/, and the weak f/b&fﬁ’@%/ but no
one ir able to carry wtout m jwwz‘;'c&.

T/mfg% re asqse hars said,
Hewho accepts hir rtate's rg}rmc/t,
Ir hasled f/wr#ort itr altars' lord,;
To him who bears men's ﬁ/;'rg% woer
T/Lcy all the name 0f J(/g accord.

Wordsr that M&ffr/cz‘éy trne reem to be
fama/a;c/ml.



When a reconciliation ir gy’[&cmf between two
parties after a reat animosity, there ir ure to be a
éﬂtﬁé& remaming (i the mind of the one who was

WIoHg . And how can thir be émg%m/ to the
other)?

TAW ore (1o émm/ aainst this z‘/wmge kee ps
the /g[f /wmdﬁorf;m of the record of the
Ensa ement, and doer not insist on the g&m{y
ﬂé@'[mmf of /féy the other party. (So), hewho has
the attributer of the Tao r%;cm[f m{y the
conditions of the engasement, while he who has not

thove attributer rg&cm(f mgy the conditions
fmfmzmé le to /u'mmé[.

In the Way of Heaven, there ir mf&m‘/a[/@
of love; it ir %ZW@I on the side of the g@@d man.



Tna little statewith &cfm&tllj@m lation, Twonld
10 order /1, f/wcf, f/w%/t therewere individnalr with
the abilitier 0f ten or 4 hundred men, there shonld
be no a@/qymmi of them; T wonld make z%q}@slcj
while Zoab’ng on death ar a éﬂ&f@w f/wg, yd not

remove elrewhere (1o wvoid it).

T/w%/u f/Lé:y had boatr and carriages, z‘/w:y
thould have no occasion to ride in f/um; f/w%/t z‘/wy
had é@[ contr and f/wcgs weapons, f/wy thould have

1o occarion to don or nre f/tm.

T wonld make f/wy;c*?/sle return to the nre 0f
knotted cords [inctead 0][ tHhe written characters).



T/w:y thould think their (coarse fam’ weet;
therr f/za’n clother ém%f;j'%[; their [poor
;z/w&/l;'%f flxc(:f of rest; and their common f/%y}Z(f

ways sonrees 0f enfoyment.

There should be }wg/uém'% rtate within
fg/tf, and the voicer of the faw[r and a/%r thonld be
heard all the way from it to s, bt T wonld make
z‘/ucy}@}/e to old 45¢, Ve to n/mf/u, not have any

mterconrre W/f/t /L.



Sincere words are no tfine; finews rdr are not
rincere. Those who are skilled (in the Tao) do not
a/@wz‘& ahont it ) the d@wmz‘/o wr are wot skilled in
it. Those who know (the Tao) are not cpcfmmfc{y
metﬁ/,- the c;vfmmfe/y learned do not know it.

T/wmge doer not aconmnlate far /u’mmé[ The
more that he @ymw{f for others, the more doer he

posess of hir own, the more that he spves to others,
the more doer he have /u'mmé[.

With all f/wf/w@mw of the Way of Feaven,

it injures not; with all the f/o/% in the way of the
i he doer not strive.
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